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Mahuda1 Bill, which was designed to check the drinking
habit among the people of Thana district and of some parts
of  the   Kolaba   district.    The   Bill   excited   considerable
controversy throughout the Presidency and was opposed
by bodies like the Bombay Presidency Association and the
Poona Sarvajamk Sabha,  by many piominent members
of native society, and by the vernacular Press.    Their chief
argument seems to have been that the restrictions embodied
in the Bill constituted a serious infringement of the liberty
of the people and tlujt to their way of thinking " Thana free "
was  better  than   u Thana  sober/'    Ranclihodlal,   himself
a strict teetotaller and enemy of intemperance, considered
that these arguments were fraught with danger to the health
and  happiness of the people immediately concerned and
might react unfavourably on the general morality, and in
his capacity of President of the Temperance Association
of Ahmadabad he contributed to the Tunes of India and the
Bombay Gazette between June and October, 1892, a series
of articles refuting the arguments of the opponents of the
Bill and justifying the need for it by a careful array of
facts and statistics.   The Bill was subsequently passed into
law.    Ranclihodlal drew public attention to the question
of temperance on other occasions also.   At a Legislative
Council Meeting held in August, 1894, while commenting in
his speech on the Budget upon the increase in the Abkari
revenue, he expressed regret that this should have been
occasioned, as lie believed it to have been, by a decided
increase in the consumption of spirituous liquor and begged
the Council to devise some measure whcieby the people
might be protected  from the vice of drinking.   In the
following year he strongly urged Government to alter the
system of fanning the Abkari revenue, as it then existed
in the districts outside Bombay, advocating the introduction
of the system followed in the latter city and the enhancement
of the rate of duty in all large towns.   Government, however,
for very good reasons preferred to adhere to the arrange-
1 See page 70 (Index) for meaning.